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missed Tagore, who was on tour. The poet was to return soon. In a
letter to Andrews he wrote: "I hope that Mahatma and Mrs. Gandhi
have arrived in Bolpur."
In reply to the address, presented by the teachers and students,
Gandhi said: "The delight I feel today, I have never experienced
before. Though Rabindranath, the Gurudev, is not present here, yet
we feel his presence in our hearts. I am particularly happy to find
that you have arranged for the reception in the Indian manner. We
were received with great pomp in Bombay, but there was nothing in
it to make us happy. For there the western modes had been carefully
imitated. We shall move to our goal in the manner of the East, not
in the manner of the West, for we are of the East. We shall grow in
the beautiful manners and customs of India and, true to her spirit,
make friends with nations having different ideals. Indeed, through
her oriental culture India will establish friendly relations with the
eastern and the western worlds. Today I have become very thick with
this ashram in Bengal, I am no stranger to you. I also liked the distant
Africa, because the Indians there have not given up their national
habits and customs.5*
At Santiniketan he met some of his future comrades—KLaka Kalel-
kar and Ghintaman Shastri, who taught Sanskrit here. The presence
of Andrews and Pearson helped Gandhi to mix with the students and
teachers. For a change he introduced self-help; he convinced the
inmates of the necessity of cooking their food themselves.
Gandhi had hardly stayed a week at Santiniketan, when he re-
ceived from Poona a telegram announcing Gokhale's death. An
immediate meeting was called to express grief. "I set out to find a
true hero and I found only one in the whole of India," said Gandhi.
"That hero was Gokhale." As a sign of mourning, he decided to
remain barefoot for a year. After the meeting, Gandhi, along with
Kasturbai and Maganlal, started for Poona.
On arrival in Poona, on February 22, Gandhi straight went to the
society's headquarters. He once again expressed his desire to join the
Servants of India Society. "Whilst Gokhale was there I did not have
to seek admission as a member," he thought. Now that he was gone,
Gandhi was thrown on his own resources^ and he felt that it was has
duty to seek admission. That, he thought, would please Gokhale's
spirit. The members of the society were divided. One section favoured
Gandhi's admission, and the other was strongly against it. The

